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DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE 

Thursday 4 July 2019 

LATE OBSERVATION SHEET 

 

4.1  18/03929/MMA Watercroft Wood, Old London Road, Badgers Mount, Kent 

Item for decision 

To be amended as follows: 

“Councillor Williamson has referred the application to Development Control Committee on 

the grounds that the proposals would may have an unacceptable impact on the openness 

of the Green Belt contrary to policy.” 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Condition 3 to be replaced by the following condition: 

“Within one month from the date of this decision the following information shall be 

submitted to the District Planning Authority for approval in writing: 

 Details of the individual tree planting indicated as part of the landscaping 

proposals on Proposed Site Plan drawing 3917_PL_10 Rev D, such details to specify 

the siting, species and size of planting.  

 

 Details of a scheme of tree planting to the east of the access road opposite the 

chapel and adjacent to the proposed turning head. Such details to include the 

precise location, species and variety of a number of indigenous or semi-indigenous 

trees with a minimum 12-14cm girth as measured at 1m above ground. 
 

The tree planting shall be implemented within 2 months of the date of approval of details. 

In all other respects, the hard and soft landscaping shall be implemented in accordance 

with the details indicated on the Proposed Site Plan.  

The landscaping and tree planting shall have a two year maintenance/watering provision 

following planting and any existing tree shown to be retained or trees or shrubs to be 

planted as part of the approved landscaping scheme which are removed, die, become 

severely damaged or diseased within ten years of completion of the development shall be 

replaced with the same species or an approved alternative to the satisfaction of the Local 

Planning Authority within the next planting season. The development shall be carried out 

strictly in accordance with the details so approved and shall be maintained as such 

thereafter. 

Reason: To safeguard the visual amenities of the area as supported by EN1 of the 

Sevenoaks Allocations and Development Management Plan.” 

Additional Condition 12 relating to Ecology, as follows: 

“Within one month of the date of this decision, details of which specific ecological 

enhancements are to be implemented out of the variety recommended in the Landscape 

Planning Ltd. Preliminary Ecological Appraisal approved under application reference 

16/03186/FUL, together with a timetable for implementation, shall be submitted to the 
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District Planning Authority for approval in writing. The approved enhancements shall be 

implemented in accordance with the approved details. 

Reason: To safeguard the ecological interests of the site as supported by EN1 of the 

Sevenoaks Allocations and Development Management Plan and policy SP11 of the Council's 

Core Strategy.” 

Description of Proposal 

Paragraph 15 (f) refers to Appendix A, which is attached to this Late Observations Note. 

Representations 

Since the report was drafted 6 further letters of representation have been received. 

Four letters in support stating, in summary, that the revised building provide a few small 

but vital amendments with little change to the overall appearance of the site. 

One letter has been received from J B Shakespeare Ltd Funeral Directors expressing 

support for the chapel and the comprehensive facilities it provides. 

One writer re-iterates earlier objections. 

In addition, three pro-forma letters of support from interested individuals have been 

submitted by the Cemetery Manager. In summary, these express support for the cemetery 

and chapel, which are considered to provide comprehensive facilities with adequate 

seating, car parking and associated administration and public amenities all of which are 

essential to the operation of a modern funeral service. 

A copy of the same pro-forma letter, but from Dean Wilson Independent Family Funeral 

Directors, has been forwarded. 

Chief Planning Officer’s Appraisal 

Background 

Paragraph 34 should read: 

“…In summary the amendments seek an 11% approximate 20% increase in the size of the 

building…” 

Principle of Development: 

Change to final sentence of paragraph 38 to read: 

“In this regard the most significant material change in policy since the original grant of 

permission some two and a half years ago is the introduction of the revised National 

Planning Policy Framework (February 2019).” 

The Recommendation remains unchanged. 

4.2  19/00802/HOUSE Woodlands Farm, Otford Lane, Halstead, Kent TN14 7EF 

No late observations. 

4.3  17/02424/FUL  Area of land between Button Street and M20 Slip Road, 

Button Street, Swanley 

No late observations. 
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